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Gent lem en;”-. 
 Amnot much liftedup, 'or caft downat the 
 _ news you ſend me;* forthatmy Letter ſhould 
be liked by fome, and as lt rakenby-others, 
is but the fare of all things offer'd<co publick- 
x. cenſure ;* tho! without: vanity ,+ the' reaſons 
are unequal. *. Bur before F enter upon that, 'you'l 
. me leave to obſervethe humor of the Party in- 
e Proverbs you ſent me, that methinks looks ſo 
much like a. Green Rijbband, that-it- hardly becomes 
the fall of the .leaf, they conceit-they are under. 
You fay, the* uſual anſwer to the Letter is this; 
There is a Snake in the Graſs ;* All is well that ends well, 
That a more moderate ſort ;- allow -it- both witr 
and truth, bit ill.. timed,,* conſidering the Melancholy 
circumſtances the Church of England is under. To all this, 
you have here my anſwer, which | beſecch you ro 
communicate with that Cander; that yon know has 
alwayes been the' companion of my Life. And for 
the Proverbs, I muſt fay firſt, that a wiſe: Sentence, 
may te 6llily applyd; andnext,- I am+apr co think 
thar tr: ele are ſo,” tor -pray what is the Snake, and 
A 2 where 


(4) 
where doe's it lie. A Snaxe without” a Sting hutts 
no body, letir lie where it will ; -and a Snake with a 
Sting is dangerous every y where. Now co find out 
who is the "Snake, ler's.confider "what's - the: Sting, 
' The Penal Laws certainly ;: and you aregtat: ignorant 


bla eee to. TIE to IN lure they Sting 


all that wan'c Oe, to rok TA at every: wheze- 

TRE in Cop. LA his o) 
rals;: ,£8joy' hizawaSb Op,; Sa er, > 
Cheſt-or Cubbard ; 'no-not by Ag ug or $ 


but che Snake will ge get into it, yer when it has vil, 


his Eiglds and Houle clean.5y dela. Te by. the 


Feeth: 4c draws:him-to its 


ales and I 
for -a further Prey. OA Hiſtory of th ſ is ER 


our-does. all the Giants of che old: World, -and ithad 
beet; happyi chad periſh't with it”: Wherefpre Liber 
of Genſcumce is ſo far from being the Snake in the Graſs, 
ak there isin itneither Snake, Teeth , Sting, or Grals 
to. hide chera. On the contrary, it ſpies our the Snake, 
curs;the Graſs, kerches. ic, aad pulls our the Sting, 
that.ig may do no more miſchief : 'Tis upon this Prin- 
ciple- that one Party cannot hurt 'rother. And for 
the ocher Proyerb, cis certain, All's well that ends 
well, bur-for chat reaſon all will endill char begins 
{o xwichour Repentance.. And ſuch beginnings I cal 
Penal | Laws for Religion, let who will make them, or 


ule 
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SY, 
! ſe them. And I beſeeclt God te touch the Hearts of 


:the Church of England with a ſence of this; for his 

Juſtice we can't Corrupt. All Parties as well as 
private: Perſons will meer with their own from him ; 
"tis. a Decree as old as the World, ſtamp'c in our 
Natures, and prov'd by the Records of all time, and 
God knows bur too plainly in ours, 

; Bur ſince theſe Gentlemen are upon their Pro- 
verbs, with their" leave 1 will oppoſe a couple to 
them, and [ hope - little better luired. Let every 
Tub ftand upon ts own” Bottom ; and A Bird in the Hand 


' is worth twoin the Buſh. "Theſe are the Texts, Ile 


.now give youthe Comment. 'By the firſt, | mean, 
Thar the Goveramefit ſhould ſtand upon its own Legs, 
and the Church upon hers. ' The Legs of the civil 
Government, is the civit[ncereſt of the Governmenr, 
-which is that of all the People under, ſo that the 
Government is-bbleiged to ſecure all, becauſe all 


care for their-own' Intereſt bound to ſecureit* For 


the Church in Queſtion, of whichall che People are 


not Members, - nor yet the grompen part, 15 athing 
\of -another Nature, and relates to another World, 


and Chriſt has provided her another Bottom, if ſhe 


- really makes his Law the rule of her Actions and Ay- 


thority. Let every one walk as he is perſwaded, was 
divine DoErine in. St Paul's time, and our Glo. yu;z 
ol Wialsy 


(65) 
Ws tobe im our ſelves, and not in- another ; and we-were 
to ſtand and fall to our own Maſters, and not Judge,much 
les Perſecure others, no, not Fares, for they were 
to grow. with the Wheat, (tho'never like to: chan 
their Nature) till the Harveſt, which our Saviour:In- 
rerprets, the end of the World : And the Apoſtle tells us, 
Every One muſt appear before God, and give an. Account for 
th: Deeds done in the Body, 1o that you lee the Proverb 
1s rrie, that, every Tub ought to ſtand upon its own, bottom. 
For the other, "ris as obv1ous & reaſonable.inthis caſe; 
for why ſhould it be taken ill char the Poor Fanaticks. 
accept the Libercy the Church. of England refus'd, 
and” has driven them to ſuch extreamities. for. 
She would have themrto ſtay till ſhe can give what 
ſhe would nor when ſhe had power to. doit. . Nay, 
ſhe has ir ſtill, & yer will nor for a reaſon thatexpoles 
them more then before, But which-way can ſheeenſure 
itto them ? Firſt, Can they with Honour or Conlſci- 
ence refuſe what they have ſought, or reject that by 
Declaration the Church of England pr ns allow 
by Law ? Secondly, How are they afſurd; while 
the Church of England .is by Law ſecured, that by 
thoſe very Laws they ſhall nor be ruin'd in the 
mean time? Is it not natural enough to expect at 
the hand of the King, that they thac will nor, tiall 
not haye Liberty of Conſcience ? and that at any 
Tate, 
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rate; they ſhall conform: chorowly,that will not at an 
other time conform at'all; When they do it now only 
ro-bob the Goverment?' Burwharis Faction if this be 
not ? If conform,: why. juſtnow ? If now; why nor 
before'?” If nor before,” why cherrnow ?- if chings are 
the ſame;why are notthey?! and if they are,thar is, if 
their opinion of. the Diſcipline and Ceremonies of 
the Church be: what-ie:weas.. they .can'c be. honeſt 
men arid conform 'They'may ſer up-for menoof Arr, 
and Manages, that havegiven by'their own Con- 
ſciences ſuch a proof of «heir kill; but I ſhould la- 
ment extream]y any-Diſtenter in England ſhould have 
o 1i:tle wit ortruchi.. Andrtoibefree,.ir would-not 
look Candid in the Church of Enyland,. thargives ker 
fearof Poperics having the Power to.deſtroy others, 
forthe realon of her keeping the Penal Laws on foor, 
ifſhe' rakes ir 1, rharrhe Diflencerwave for'the ame 
Teaſon for theit re: eak; forthe cane bucthink that Po-. 
pery actually.has th..cPower over them, by the Op- 
er:unity of the Laws ſhe will maniatain toſecute 
ber ſelf. So that light and darkneſs arenor more oppo- 
fire then the ſaf-ey of the Diſſe:ters,and the reaſon the 
Church of England gives for the keeping up the Penal 
Laws for her own. To remove thisDifficuley, and to 
make the methods of their ſecurity meet, has; God 
knows, bcen my oaly drifr, that ſo falle Notions cf 
__  Perferyation 


(8) 
Preſervation might not deſtroyus, when the means 
of onr. common _ are ſo obvious to us. 

The general and deep Prejudices mea: cnte:tain 
againlt Popery. will _— ſuffer / thens to. diliberate 
for their, own- benefit. '-If-a Ship be-near aRock, 1 
think the danger ſhould rot frighten away the Ma- 
ſters wits, when he has moſt need of them for a com» 
mon Safety. I beg the Gentlemen-of the Church of 
England, but to'thaunk, - and; I:am Stre- they will nd 
me le(s Criminal:in any. other Eetter to yoy : - For 
is any thing 'truer' then that the Papyſts court a legal 
Eaſe 2: need theythis,; 1f they deſign Force ?. or were 
it worth: their..Labouring;?'. Again; catinot a Law 
be made to fix Liberty of Confcience;that they ſhall as un» 
eaſily violate,as theſe the Church calls her Bulwark 2? 
if the Laws in Queſtion were defenirve only, God 
forbid that "I ſhould. attempt to leſſen her ſecurity, 1 
declare: in the;;preſence. of God I would -not ; ; but 
when. they are...offenſive- and. deſtroying - to, other 
Pcople,. and thoſe of the molt peaceable Principles, 
who have neither Intereſt nor Arts to defend them, 
ſhe muſt Pardon me if I oppoſe my lelfto their Teeth 
and Sting. It isalfoas truethat her Diflenters arc of 
no uſe to her unleſs theſe Shackles are taken off; That 
it ſhe does not fear Liberty more then Popery, the muſt 


ye1ld the point deſired for their ſake, becauie her own. 
| That 
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* That for every Enemy ſhe releaſes by it, ſhe has an 
' hundred Friends to ſecure her againſt Him.' That-ſhe 
* muſt remember ſhe is but apart of the whole, and 


ſhould uoc flatter her ſelf with Numbers 'not of 
her Communion, * eſpecially whnle they ſleep wich 
naked Swords hanging by Hairs over their Heads, and 


: ſoare made ancapable to ſerve her. 


Again, 'pray, can ſhe thjok that force” becomes a 


* Goſpel Church ? thac itis not uſing againſt vopey 
et ſelf ? 


what ſhe accuſes it for, and by rgondenins h 
Is ic not taking SanCtuary in human S:rength inſtead 
of divine Truth; *thar is al-ſufhicienc co irs own ſups 
ort? That the Lawsthat remain, ſecure the Stare, 
and1f any be waccng, they may be adCced withour 
keeping up the Ball'of Vengeance by partial Proviſi- 
ons, dire&ted by one Party, of the fame People, 
againſt an other, under one and the fame Govern- 
ment; for this is puzling, nor ſerving Government : 
Nor can any be great, ea{e or ſucceſsful where the 
Heads, and Hands, that ſhould make it fo, are'zea- 
loully diſabled from that Duty and Service, It ſeems 
a day wherein God is pleaſed to make tiſe of the Ne- 
cellities of Men to efte&t what Verrue and Wiſdom 
ſhould have t-ught us long ago to have done; Agree 
I meai; upon our civil common Intereſt, 
And now we haye aKing, who has ſo gracious a 
r.gard 


| ( 1& ): 
regard to Liberty, ( and that chuſestg recom.mend 
-inſelf by fo. honeſt, ſo tender and fo equal a Prin; 
ciple, and w!:ofe own Party, tho they, may want it 
moſt lereaf.er, do leaſt need.it now, ard are the 
moſt feeble ia number to maky theuſe of it dange- 
rous tothe reft) ler us by no means looſe the, opper- 


eunicy of our own Happineſs. Nor can the Church 


of Fngland refuſe me my Petition, to hcr, but upon 
this ſingle account, the, Inſicerity of the King , thar 
muſt te her Snokewy-the Graſs, that Popery's at the Bot- 
tom: Mark the endof thus Liberty; All's ell that ends 


ell : Butchis plainly . implies my Arguments tobe - 
as he begins, we ſhall ; 
altbe happy. Lets fec then why he ſhould not ds . 


good, and that if the Kigg holds as 
ſo,thoit looks very ill io the high-Sons of che Church 


co blow upon that Honour they have. lo often and fo 


highly recommended for our Security. Firft, The 
King has given her his Wagd to maintain her at his 
coming, to the Crawa, ,and has now repeated itto 
her for the whole.cime of; his REgn, 1n the moſt 
ſolemn mannzr thaj was -poſſible out.of Parliament, 
Se.ondly, . If he be willing, to turn this. Promiſe into a 
Law atthe repeal of thoſe he would aboliſh when 
they mect,and that to be ſure he is ready ro do, there 
can be no room to doubt his Sincerity. Thirdly, He is 
compell'd to be ſincere, for Popery withour, pm is 

ut 


1 
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but a Name in-England, and Lives by bim, and. 
muſt otherwile expect to expire with him, So that” 
if it were-poſhble F the People-of his Communion + 
to prevail with him to force jv Religion upon the 
Kingdom, tho Ithink iras tmpracticable, 4s to ſer 
Weſtminfter- Abby upon Bow-Steeple; he muſt leave thent 
to wake ſatisfaction for the atremptin the nextReign; 
Or conclude,he never intends his Lawful Heirs ro ſuc- 
ceed hitir + And they muſt take himsforche worſt of 
men. to be guilty of an Injuſtice-and-lrreligion be has 
ſo ofren an&-lolemnlyy and earneſtly ſpoken ſt. - 
Buc if that were no fecurity to us, yet the ruin of thoſe 
that in al probatilicy: muſt follow thar attempt, fo 
whoſe.ſakes we ſuppoſe tiim-te-endanger us, would 
obliege him to che bike & obleiging merhods he now 
takes.So that we have hisHonour,Conſcience,Nature, 
and the Security of bis own Pazry for Ours..Come,'tis 
Difingenious co call Liberty of- Conſcience the Sneke 
in the Graſs chat like the:Balm of Gillead-cures-the Gaps 
and Sores that Timeand private Intereſts haye made. 
And ſince he offers toconfirm it by Law, . .5 E 0 N- 
LY CHANGES. FHE SECURITY, HE 
DOES NOT DESTROY 1I T;, and whichis 
more ſhe a gaincr by itzFor whereas ſhe is now the 
National Religion by Compullion, ſhe will then keep 
her Station by Conſent; both extreams. yeilding a pre- 
non - "— 
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| Fertence to-her, -and fo ſhe is neither hated norenvied 

by them. - 7.772 7:1 | 

' I would have her furcher refle@, chat the keeping 
the Penal Laws on foot will not-an{wer the cad ſhe 
does it for, 'fince ſhe believes they will be ſuſpended 
during thexim: ſhe fears moſk;and of che next Reign, 
ſhe bas no apprehefilion, andin the mean time the 
and the Proteſtant Diſſenters have the Hands. ' 20 thac 
the only reaſon for mamcatning them;is rhe Awe they 
ought togive the Papiſts in rhisK ings cime, and yer if 
what ſhe ſuggeſts be trac, that the Papiſts aim at all, 
pray, how far will thoſe Laws awe them,that for thac 
reaſon ſhould rather aim at all. Ifay, what good 
will that do her, thatmaſt be the greateſt Argument 
of the Force ſhe fears they will uſe againſther ? and 
Tf chey haveno ſuch defign, chere isno reaſon to keep 
them.in awe, but much co ſoften and engage them, 
that we'may all meet upon our common clvil-Bot- 
totn, and as one People with one Heart Fear God, af- 
ter our own Perſwalion; Honour the King, accord- 
Ing to our Allegiance; and Love and Serve one ano- 

ther as becom:s the Members of che great civil Fami- 
Iy of this Kingdom. | 

Bur ſome, you tell me, think it hal been ber- 

ter The Laws where Repealed in a Pro eſtant King's 
. Reign, then, in this , But can any ihew it 15 not " 1n 
enls. 
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this ; for that's the Queſtzon.. :Let 'us ſuppoſe onrs 
were a Preteſtanr, and they were repealed-according- 
ly. How could we aflure our ſelves our next Heir 
would not tura, Ay, the Prince in Poſlelſion ? And 
unleſs the Principles of Excluſion preyail'd, ”ris clear 
the Delemma would'be the ſame;,becaule the ſecurity 
upon that notion iS-uncertain: | confeſs it had been 
becter for us,ir had been done betore his coming to the 
Crown, but {ince he forgives us that deficiency, and 
offers to ſupply ts, in ways the moſt affuring, why ir 
ſhould nor be goed to do it now | cannot imagine: Ir 
is ro lay, it is not fit to be done, when ir is molt firto 
make us beſt with him. We will haye him zcuſt 
us, bur we will not cruſt him, where his intereſt 
Secures us. | 
Well, but you add, That it @ generally agreed, the Penel 
Laws ſhonld be repeal'd, but not the 1 eſts. | 
I muſt rellyou, 1 do not agree wich you ia that 
Fact: for I hear there are diversSchiſms in the Church 
abour ic : Some for their repeal, and keeping of the 
Teſts : Some for repealing neither : Some 4 their 
repeal to Papiſts only : Some for Diſſenters only , 
And a few for a general Repeal of both , ſo thar the 
Church is yer unreſolved what to do: But I will attend 
the great Queſtion. 
For the Penal Laws, no matter if they go ; But if 
b - the 
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the T efts be repealed too, the Governm-nt is loſt to the Romd- 
wiſts ; for they may pack a Parliament of their own Relivion, 
that in all Probability will make it national; and ſo Liberty 
of Conſcience will not ſerve them, nor ſave us. Youſecl 
am fair in the Objection, 11: give you my Aalwer as 
freely. 

I cann »t imagine the Councils that engage them eo 
take a fairway, can lead them co be foul in ic; fot 
that's giving a pail of Milk, and kicking ic down with 
their = It they had number to chule, or could 
be returned withoutit, chey mult naturally ſearch the 
molt durable means of their latery : Now, that con- 
not be making their Religion national, both becaule 
chey are nor the ewo hundred and fifcieth man, and 
chat th: attempt would erernally ruin them with the 
Kingdem, whole kindacls, in a future Raign, their 
diſcreeter Condudt in this mult ſecure. Nor could 
any thing be {o odious, faichleſs and immoral, then 
fr them to atrempr ic ; for if ever they ſhould teach 
theNation tharArithmarick,that thirteca 1s more thea 
three aud twenty, they will make Trae Prophets of 
thoſe they have taken pains to prove Fal/e Witneſſes. 
Bur beſides their Diſcrecion and lacereſt, the Kings 
Faith is given us, for his whole Raign, in his Greac 


and Gratious Declaration, that he will not exceed the 


bounds of Liberty of Conſcience.By This,every Party 


18 
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is ſecured with his in t1cir Religion and Property;and 
This tyes him againſt any concurrance: with thgFeo. 

le reprelentatively, contrary to this made ta them 
univerſally : We may aſlure our ſelves,-he is not ike 
to break ir in cicher of thoſe reſpeRs, fince we don'r 
think that will ſo eaſily become the Religion of the 
Kingdom, or that whileſt the Sos are of another, 
they will chuſe a Repreſcacative of the Romm Come 
munion. G | | 
Laſtly, the Law that ſhall repeal theſe Laws, may 

beſo drawn, asto. make it impracticable ro return a 
Parliament thac is not choſen ; as well as1 dare fay, it 
is below the Glory of our King, to ule ways founplike 

the relt of his Open and Generous Principles. 

.. My former Argument was ad homenems, for, what 

eyer the Church of England men think, 'tis certain, 

the Anſwer they gave for a Popilh Succeſſor, we muſt 
truſt God and do our Duty; is ſtill Cogenr. For if. Pro- 
yidence was ſtrong enough to ſecure us then againſt 
our fears of ſuch a | Is i an AR of Parliament, 
be a better Defence to us now: 1 fear ſuch are fallen 
from their Faich, and change their Devotion, for car- 
nal ſecurities. | Letusbe all of a piece; ,nor hotand 
then cold; one while for relying on Providence, and 
anothertime jealous to death, and bearing our Brains 
for ſafety, as if chere were noſuchchingas God in we 
wo | =  * , __ 


( 16) 
World. 1 he Queſtion is not about the King's impa- 
{ing his Religion upon us; for ſo ſhould have almol} 
ador'd the Gentlemen that left their imployments;buc 
whether we will not impoſe our Religion upon the 
Friends of his Communion ; and this ſhows no bi- 
gottry in the King, that he gives all Parcies Liberry to 
muſter & exerciſe themſelves according to their-own 
Principles,thathe knows to be ſo very contrary to his: 
An odd way of advancing Popery, elpecially by foul 
play.1 wiſh any thing would ſatihe us. And yer after ſo 
gratiousa Declaration,both ro Church and Diſſenters, 
and that hasſo decent a regard to the concurrance of a 
Parliament too; Who can be diſpleaſed? Haye we becn 
Hynting, Hawking Gaming and Marrying with Roman 
Catholicks theſe fix and tweny Years! and did they 
engayge on the ſame (ide for the King's Father, help to 
ſupport the King abroad, and labour the Reſtoration 
of the Royal Family to their Inheritance ; 'and are we 
now afraid ofchem for theReligion they hadthen, or 
that they ſhould have a few Offices with us, in the 
Reignofa'Prince of theirown way,that were the Comes 
anions of our ſufferings and Pleaſures ?' methinks it 
Fooks il-narur'd at likes and indiſcreer at this : 
fince 'tis-cerrain we -may roundly and ſecurely cell 
them, You are upon your good behaviour : Be mo- 
derate at your-perril : You are bur a'moertel of men ; 
an 
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2nd therefore as little feared as loved : Tis in you 
- ©We powerts be well with che Kingdom: Know 


whea you haveenough; and let us ſee you aim ar no 
more thea lecuriag your civil Property and Intereſt in 
thatof the Nation, from any violence, on the ſeore of 
Religion, and chat meer matters of Faith and Worſhip 
of God hall diſable no man of his Birth-righe. This 
Bottom is broad enouzh for all the intorelts of rhis 
Kingdom to mect upon ; and till God from Herayen 
tend us wich miracles an higher Principle of Union; 
ler usnot negle& this lower, but fure means of our 
Peace and Happineſs. <E 
* 
'Fo Conclude, let us have a care of the Snake eve- 
ry where; in the Graſs, in the Square, inthe Coffee- 
Houſe, in the Church, ay, and in the Meeting- Houſe too ; 
for *tis ill company ar all times,and in all places. - er 
-us retmember that nor only the four, bur che ſeven laft 
Raigns have prov'd Penal Laws an Enemy tothe Peace 
and Wealth of the Kingdom, and the ſtridteſt Teſts no 
Security ro the Govertiment of it againſt che weight 
of irs own miſcarriages. Let us forgive one another, 
and look forward. 'I am for baving the Church of 
England keep the Chair, bur ler che reſt ſubliſt, To 
fix Government upon any Mode 0! Religion, convul- 
ſesir as often as that changes, ar lealt hazards it. 


That 
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That which takes in all Intereſts is the beſt foundati:. 


on for any Government, becauſe it is leaſt expoſed to 


Stare Contingencies. Let us then bend our thoughts 


towards ſuch an expedient as may ſecure Property to 


all, che firſt reaſon of civil Government, and that 


which every Party for its own Intere;mult cloſe 
with. Three things ſtrictly ſpeaking make an Eng - 
liſh man, Ownerſhip, Conſent in Parliament, and Right of 
Furies, We all know what Laws have been made, 
and by whom. co deſtroy theſe ſeveral Capacities, that 
frame an Engliſh man ; amongſt which, pray let nor 
that againſt Conventicles go for the leaſt! Lerus (ee then 
what it is that diveſts us of theſe Native Priviledges, 
and like trueEngliſh meg,& Chriſtians, let us remove 
ir;that in the Raign,of a King (o ready to dilapoint the 
Enemies of his Lu 6 repairing the ” I a of his 
"People, andof the old true civil Government of his 
Kingdom, we. may not be wanting to our ſelyes and 
-our | oſterity,in another Great Charter, to bury all our 
Prejudices, and Eſtabliſh a laſting Civil union among 
the Johabiranes of this Ancient and Famous Kingdom. 


Pours maze then my own. 


EI NAS. 
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